
Hello! My name is Mathilde, I am 28 years old,
and I come from the West of France, more
specifically from the department of Vendée.
In 2018, I completed a Master’s degree in
culture and heritage, I then worked a few years
before doing a civic service in North Macedonia
last year. Now, I am at the end of my European
Solidarity Corps mission at the French Alliance
of Varna.

To tell you a little bit more about the French
Alliances, it is a worldwide network of local
associations whose mission is to promote the
French language and culture.

Tell us about you in a few
words!

Why did you choose to carry out a volunteering
mission at the French Alliance of Varna ?
There are many reasons!
I have always been attracted by the fact of living abroad. Since the end of high school, I
have been lucky enough to have lived several times abroad and, I plan on keeping going
like this.
This is what encouraged me, last year, to do an eight-month civic service in North
Macedonia, a country which shares a border with Bulgaria. I loved that experience in
the middle of the Balkans and I very much liked the idea of discovering another country
in the region.

In addition, I have known the French Alliances network for a few years now and I take a
great interest in their missions because they are linked with my studies and my
professional experiences.
At the end of 2019, I was already seeking an experience in an Alliance in order to get
familiar with its operation but Covid came and all my plans were canceled. Fortunately,
I didn't give up that easily!
After coming back from North Macedonia, joining a French Alliance was still one of my
priorities. I didn’t think I would do a volunteering mission again that fast but, while
researching for a job, I read the French Alliance of Varna offer, so I took the opportunity
and I applied.



At the French Alliance of Varna, we are a small team!

Two employees, including the director, and two French volunteers. As a volunteer,
being part of a small team gave me the opportunity to carry out a wide range of
missions, more specifically in the field of events and communication.

I arrived in December 2021, so the pandemic impacted the beginning of my mission, but
I was able to work online creating several series of posts and videos on the social
networks and presenting several online workshops.
 
After the lifting of restrictions in the spring 2022 we were able to start organizing on-
site events. Some highlights were, for instance, the organization of a diner mixing
French gastronomy and French cinema for Bastille Day, the creation and presentation
of quiz nights or the resumption of our monthly Rendez-Vous Langues (Languages Café).
I also worked a lot on the promotion of the events on our social networks by creating
various contents and visuals, and I had the opportunity to promote French language
and culture to several French learning classes in Varna.

This year was a very rewarding experience. There were numerous and very different
projects and there was no time to get bored. And if I have to remember one thing about
my work at the Alliance it would be the opportunity that I had to take part in the full
revival of the association after two difficult years of pandemic.

What were your roles, tasks and missions?

Quiz night at the French Alliance of Varna for Europe Day.



Life in Varna is very pleasant. The town is pretty big (more than 350 000 inhabitants), it
is located by the Black Sea seaside and possesses a vast park in the city center from
which you can access the beach in less than 10 minutes on foot.

Despite its size, the city remains quiet and peaceful, but it is impossible to get bored
there. The cultural offer is very significant (above all in summer) and if you don’t know
what to do during the evening, there is always an event organized somewhere and a
large foreign community with which to explore the country as a tourist.

What is it like to live in Varna?

In a few words, what will you remember from this
volunteering mission?
I would say the great variety of missions I took part in at the French Alliance of Varna.
And the great number of Bulgarian and foreign people I met, some of whom became
really close friends. 

What would you say to young people who want to do
a volunteering mission with the European Solidarity
Corps?

To not hesitate and to not let their own fears,
and sometimes those of their family, influence
them.
As for me, it was not my first long experience
abroad, but if it is the case for you, be
reassured. With the ESC you do not leave on
your own. You are surrounded by your mentor
and tutor who can adapt to your needs
(whether you are an independent person or if
you need more support). If you are afraid not
to meet anyone, opt for a bigger city where
you’ll have more opportunities to be in
contact with some volunteers’ communities
and English speaking people with whom it’ll be
easier to communicate.
Don’t reject countries you don’t know or that
seem   less   attractive   because,   most  of  the 

Meeting with one of the French learning classes
of Saint Exupéry school in Varna.



What is next?
After Varna, I plan to keep working in the French cultural network abroad, still in the
events organization field. I started applying a few weeks ago without setting limits for a
geographical zone in particular. 

 

time, they are the best surprises!
So don’t wait, go for it ! This is really a unique experience thanks to which you’ll learn a
lot!


